CSCI 5835:Artificial Intelligence

Research Paper: Requirements and Suggestions

You are to write a paper which surveys the current state of some important or interesting area of Artificial Intelligence, and give a short presentation on that area during the last week of class. 

You should go for depth instead of breadth in this paper. Instead of doing a broad survey of an area, focus on a particular topic, covering it in detail. For example, you might focus on a particular game (such as chess) instead of games in general, or on particular paradigms (such as modal logic, explanation-based learning, or back propagation networks) instead of the general areas that they are a part of. 

Your paper should be very well researched, giving references which represent the current state of research in that area. The references at the end of the relevant chapter in the textbook are a good starting place; however, I expect you to also consult recent journals and/or proceedings in that area, as well as relevant Web sites. 

The paper should be about 10-15 pages (or however long you need), double spaced. It should consist of the following: 

1. An introduction which describes the basic area of the research, what it hopes to accomplish, and a brief history of the work in that area. 

2. The bulk of the paper should be concerned with the current state of the area -- what are the current ideas, and how successful they have been. Make sure that any quotations or major claims are cited properly. 

3. Finally, give a conclusion which describes what you think the future will hold for this area of research. 

4. Also include a bibliography listing your sources of information, in APA format (time to dust off the old ENGL 1551 knowledge!). 

Your paper will be graded on style as well as content, so make sure that important points are organized in a reasonable fashion. 

Since it makes little sense for you to do this research without sharing it with others, you will be expected to make a short presentation on what you have learned during the last two weeks of class (the exact day will be determined randomly the week before). The presentation will probably be about 20 minutes long. 

The form of the presentation will be much less formal than the paper, due to the lack of time. Basically, just try to give a brief description of the area, the approaches that you have found, and a short conclusion. You don't need to be overly technical here -- the goal is to inform the rest of the class what you learned.

The following dates are important: 

November 3 -- Initial proposal due. 

Submit (either on paper on through Email) a brief description of the topic you intend to research. 

December 3 -- Final paper due. 

